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SUBJECT: UNESCO INITIATIVE ON THE OCCUPIED ARAB TERRITORIES 
REF: (A) PARIS 23027, (B) PARIS 23481 

1 . THE LETTER FROM DIRECTOR GENERAL M'BOW TO FOREIGN 
MINISTER ALLON WAS DISCUSSED AUGUST 10 WITH THE MFA 
DIRECTOR OF INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS (BAR-YAACOV). 

HE SAID THE LETTER WAS RECEIVED IN JERUSALEM AUGUST 13 
AND HAS BEEN DISCUSSED IN THE MINISTRY THIS WEEK. 

THE MINISTRY'S REACTION GENERALLY IS FAVORABLE. 

2. BAR-YAACOV SAID THE LETTER IS POSITIVE IN THREE 
ASPECTS. FIRST, THERE IS NO MENTION OF THE 18TH 
GENERAL CONFERENCE RESOLUTION 13.1 SECOND, THE 
TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR THE DELEGATION WHICH M'BOW 
PROPOSES TO SEND TO THE TERRITORIES CALLS FOR IT 

TO ASSEMBLE INFORMATION RATHER THAN TO CONDUCT AN 
INQUIRY. THIRD, WHILE THE THREE INDIVIDUALS DESIG- 
NATED BY THE DG ARE FROM COUNTRIES WITH WHOM ISRAEL DOES 
NOT HAVE DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS, THEY ARE REFERRED TO 
AS THE DC S REPRESENTATIVES AND ISRAEL WOULD CONSIDER 
THIS ACCEPTABLE. THE ONLY NEGATIVE ASPECT OF THE 
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THE TERMS OF REFERENCE THAT THE VISITORS SHOULD PREPARE 
PROPOSALS FOR UNESCO ACTIVITIES IN THE TERRITORIES; 

THE MFA FINDS THIS WORKING, WHILE VAGUE AND GENERAL, 
SOMEWHAT TROUBLING. 

3. BAR-YAACOV SAID THE MINISTRY'S INSTRUCTIONS WOULD 
BE CABLED TO THE ISRAELI PERMREP IN PARIS IN THE NEXT 
FEW DAYS. HE SAID THOSE INSTRUCTIONS WOULD BE TO MAKE 
A POSITIVE RESPONSE TO THE DG'S PROPOSAL BUT WOULD POINT 
OUT THAT TH TIMING HE SUGGESTED FOR THE VISIT WILL 

NOT BE POSSIBLE; M'BOW HAD SUGGESTED A VISIT OF TEN 
TO FIFTEEN DAYS AT THE BEGINNING OF SEPTMEBER. THE 
ISRAELIS WILL POINT OUT THAT TH MOSLEM HOLIDAY OF 
RAMADAN WILL BEGIN IN THE MIDDLE OF SEPTEMBER, 

THE JEWISH HIGH HOLY DAYS WILL BEGIN THE LATTER PART 
OF SEPTEMBER, AND THE ISRAELIS WILL HOST A SIMILAR 
VISIT FROM A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE ILO (UPSAL) BEGIN- 
NING SEPTEMBER 11. THEREFORE, THE ISRAELIS WILL SUG- 
GEST THAT THE VISIT TAKE PLACE FOLLOWING THE GENERAL 
CONFERENCE IN NAIROBI IN OCTOBER. 

4. (BAR-YAACOV COMMENTED THAT THE DG’S SUGGESTION 
THAT THE VISIT TAKE PLACE IN EARLY SEPTEMBER ALMOST 
CAUSES THE ISRAELIS TO QUESTION WHETHER THE PROPOSED 
VISIT IS SERIOUS. HE SAID THE THREE REPRESENTATIVES 
WOULD NEED TIME TO PREPARE AND STUDY PREVIOUS PAPERS 
BEFORE EMBARKING ON THEIR VISIT TO ISRAEL IF THIS 

VISIT IS TO BE MEANINGFUL.) 

5. BAR-YAACOV SAID THE ISRAELIS WILL PROPOSE IN THEIR 
RESPONSE TO THE DG THAT HE ANNOUNCE AT THE GENERAL 
CONFERENCE THAT HE AND ISRAEL HAVE AGREED ON THE VISIT 
AND HAVE SET A DATE. HE REQUESTED THAT THE US SUPPORT 
THE EFFORTS OF ISRAEL TO ENCOURAGE THE DG TO FOLLOW 
THIS PROCEDURE AT THE GENERAL CONFERENCE IN ORDER TO 
AVOID DEBATE IN NAIROBI IF POSSIBLE. 
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